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colour than the others, then sprang on to a rock within thirty
paces of the white men, and, poising his spear, took a deliberate
and deadly aim at George Grey, who only saved himself by
a sudden jerk forward, so that the weapon only grazed his
back* Another spear almost pinned him to the rock, but hi
the nick of time he guarded his chest by the stock of his rifle,
which was splintered with the force of the blow.

11 now recognised in the light-coloured man,* wrote Grey
in describing this dramatic episode, * the old enemy who had
led on the former attack. By his cries and gestures he now
appeared to be urging the others to surround and press on us,
which they were rapidly doing. I saw now that but one
thing could be done to save our lives, so I gave Coles my gun
to complete the reloading, and took the rifle. Stepping out
from behind our parapet, I advanced to the rock which covered
my light-coloured opponent. I had not made two steps in
advance when three spears struck me -nearly at the same
moment, one of which was thrown by him. I felt severely
wounded in the hip, but knew not where the others had struck
me. The force of all knocked me down, and made me feel
very giddy and faint. But as I fell I heard the savage yells
of the natives' delight and triumph; these recalled me to
myself and, roused by momentary rage and indignation, I
made a strong effort, rallied, and in a moment was on my
legs. The spear was wrenched from my wound and my haver-
saek drawn closely over it, that neither my own party nor the
natives might see it, and I advanced steadily to the rock. The
man became alarmed, and threatened me with his club, yelling
most furiously; but as I neared the rock, behind which all
but his head and arm was covered, he fled to an adjoining one,
dodging dexterously, according to the native manner of con-
fusing an assailant and avoiding the cast of his spear; but he
was scarcely uncovered in his flight when my rifle-ball pierced
him through the back between the shoulders, and he fell
heavily on his face with a deep groan.

* The effect was electrical.   The tumult of the combat had